Over 300 pc hikeinIndia’s budget
outlay foragriinlast 9yrs: Report
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There hasbeen an over 300 per
cent increase in budget allo-
cation for agriculture over the
last 9 years and more than 11
crore farmers benefited from
the PM Kisan scheme, accord-
ing to areportreleased by the
Federation of All India Farmer
Associations (FAIFA) on
Wednesday.

FAIFA, anon-profitorgan-
isation which claims to repre-
sentmillionsoffarmersand farm
workers, said that there hasbeen
ahugeleap inthe procurement
of pulsesat MSPwhich hasalso
benefited the farmers.

The other highlights of the
reportinclude~ production of
over 330.5 million metric tons
offood grainsin the fiscal year
2022-23; creation of 4.60 lakh
seed villages and production
ofover 102 million metric tons
of seeds; recognition of over
7,000 Agri and allied start-ups
in the agricultural sector, cov-
erage ot 76 lakh hectaresunder
the Per Drop More Crop (drip
[rrigation) Initiative since 2015,
achievementof221.06 million

metric tons of milk production,
markinga51 per centincrease
over 9 years, coverage of over
11 lakh hectares under the
Paramparagat Krishi Vikas
Yojana (PKVY) since 2016,
among various other notable
accomplishments. FAIFA, which
claims to represent farmers
across the States of Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Maharash-
tra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka etc. convened a
seminaron Wednesdayin New
Delhi ~ Ensuring Farmer Liveli-
hoods: Enhancing Farmer
Incomes Through Sustainable
Farming Practices.

Thereportalso putforward
strategies to enhance farmer
incomesinasustainable man-
ner. The seminar was attend-
ed by GVL Narasimha Rao,
Former Member of Parlia-
ment, Rajya Sabha.

The key speakers in the
seminar were Professor MV
Ashok, senior adviser BAIF
Research and Development
Foundation Pune and former
chief General Manager,
NABARD and JP Tandon, for-
mer director, Indian Council of
Agricultural Research.




