Wheat sowing up 17:in top 4 States

FALLING SHORT. Overall rabi acreage down 3% from a year ago as pulses, paddy coverage trails
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The area under wheat dur-
ing the on-going rabi sea-
son has been reported
higher at 239.79 lakh hec-
tares (lh) in top four produ-
cing States — Uttar Pra-
desh, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab and Haryana until
Friday in the on-going sea-
son against 237.37 lh in the
year-ago period, up by 1 per
cent. These four States to-
gether share 75 per cent of
the country’s total wheat
acreage.

After exceeding the sea-
son’s normal area of 307.32
lh last week, pan-India
wheat acreage further nar-
rowed the deficit to about 4
lh until Friday. Latest data
show that wheat acreage
has reached at 320.54 lh
compared with 324.58 lh
year-ago. The deficit was 2
per cent until December 22.
Sowing of wheat with late

Edging down”

(lakh hectare)

2023-24 2022-23 % Change
Wheat 320.54 324.58 -1.2
Paddy 14.36 16.57 -13.3
Pulses 142.49 153.22 -1.0
Gram 97.05 105.8 -8.3
Lentil 18.68 18.02 3.7
Urad 4.78 5.77 -17.2
Coarse Cereals 47.29 46.64 1.4
Jowar 21.04 21.19 -0.7
Maize 17.53 17.51 0.1
Barley 8.01 7.32 9.4
Oilseeds 104.96 105.15 -0.2
Rapeseed & Mustard 97.29 95.63 1.7
Groundnut 3.32 4.34 -23.5
Total Crops 629.65 646.16 -2.6

Rabi sowing in lakh ha as on Dec 29, 2023

varieties will continue till
the first week of January,
officials said.

The area sown under all
rabi crops during 2023
reached 629.65 1lh until
December 29, which is over
97 per cent of the normal
area of 648.33 lh. As it is
still down by 3 per cent

from 646.16 lh during the
same period a year ago, the
season may end with a defi-
cit of 1-2 per cent mainly
due to decline in pulses
acreage, experts said.

LENTIL UP A TAD
Rabi pulses acreage has
reached 142.49 1h compared

with 153.22 lh, down by 7
per cent. Lentil (masur)
has improved to 18.68 lh
(18.02 1h). The sowing area
of major rabi pulse gram is
down by 8 per cent at 97.05
lh.

Mustard acreage contin-
ued its march ahead
throughout the season to
97.29 1h as of December 29,
up 2 per cent from 95.63 lh
in the corresponding
period last year. All rabi oil-
seeds acreage has been re-
ported at 104.96 1h (105.15
lh).

PADDY ACREAGE SLIPS
Paddy acreage reached
14.36 lh (16.57 Th) and
maximum area has been re-
ported from Tamil Nadu at
10.45 lh. The normal area
under winter paddy is 52.5
lh and the government ex-
pects to achieve normal
area or more.

In coarse cereals, the
sowing area has reached
47.29 1h, up one per cent.



