SCIENTSS, eXperts call tor cutting
edge R&D to raise cotton yield
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India should focus on cut-
ting edge research and de-
velopment to increase cot-
ton  productivity  and
farmers’ income, the coun-
try’s top agricultural sci-
entists and experts said at
a national conference on
“Pioneering the future of
cotton research” in Salem,
Tamil Nadu.

The conference was or-
ganised by Rasi Seeds as
part of its Golden Jubilee
celebrations in collabora-
tion with the Federation of
Seed Industry in India
(FSII).

About 150 top research-
ers and scientists working
on cotton from the Indian
Council of Agricultural Re-
search (ICAR), State Agri-
cultural Universities
(SAUs) and experts from

took

the nation

across
part.

KEY FACTORS
One of the key recom-
mendations at the confer-
ence was the need to in-
crease cotton productivity
in the country from the
current 447 kg per hectare.
This is despite India top-
ping other nations in acre-
age (136.1 lakh hectares)
and production (342 lakh
bales of 170 kg).

Experts and scientists
pointed out that factors
such as shifting weather
patterns, increasing pest
and disease challenges and
slow adoption of advanced
technologies have hindered
the growth in yield, result-
ing in productivity plateau-
ing over the past 5-7 years.

“This national confer-
ence is aimed at reiterating
the significant role and ur-
gent need of cutting-edge
R&D in the cotton crop in
India, exploring holistic
solutions to increase cot-
ton productivity.

“Specific focus on en-
abling technological and
policy interventions is the
need of the hour to ensure
India’s cotton sector re-
mains sustainable, profit-
able and globally competit-
ive,” said M Ramasami,
Chairman of Rasi Seeds, a
veteran with over 50 years
of experience in the seed
sector.



