India offers its expertise
in millet research
to other countries

—
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India has assured countries
who are ready to promote
millets to partner with them
to share the country’s exper-
ience in different spheres, be
it technology or cuisines.

Acknowledging that the
International Year of Millets
(IYM) celebrated in 2023
has led to widespread aware-
ness of millets and increased
their consumption globally,
India has also appealed to
the ASEAN countries to get
a first hand experience on
the country’s success stories
in millets.

“Our outreach initiatives
have been spectacular,
reaching over 57 crore indi-
viduals. From international
conferences and culinary
festivals to exhibitions and
awareness campaigns, every
effort has been directed to-
wards making IYM a mass
movement,” said agriculture
minister Arjun Munda.

Inaugurating a two-day
conference and exhibition of
millets on the outskirts of
Delhi, Munda said the con-
certed effort transcended
boundaries and transformed
IYM into a global milestone
of unparalleled significance.

Due to IYM, there has
been investment in exten-
sion services along with re-
search and development,
which has also motivated
stakeholders to increase the
productivity, quality and as-
sociated production meth-
ods of these Shree Anna, he
said.

CLIMATE SMART CROP

“In the face of global chal-
lenges of climate change, the
importance of grains in-
creases even more. Millet is
an ancient grain and its spe-
ciality is that it is small, but
nutritious and provides
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strength to the body. Millet
has the power to revolution-
ise our approach to agricul-
ture, climate and food secur-
ity,” Munda said.

Further, the minister said
that millet is not only the
bearer of a rich cultural her-
itage but also offers a sus-

tainable solution that
matches the current con-
cerns.

“Millets are a beacon of
hope for our farming com-
munities, which provide sta-
bility in uncertain climate
and empowers our farmers
with favourable yield and
sustainable income. Known
for its minimal water re-
quirements, low carbon
footprint and ability to
thrive in drought condi-
tions, these grains truly
meets the criteria of cli-
mate-friendly crops,” he
said.

The Indian Mission to
ASEAN in collaboration
with the Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Farmers’ Welfare is
organising the two-day mil-
let festival during December
14-15. There is also a parallel
exhibition of millet-based
products on display by over
40 farmer producer organ-
isations (FPOs) and start-
ups.

A Business-to-Business
(B2B) meeting is planned for
the second day, which will be
organised by APEDA.



