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There is a rapid rise in the
Europe Union’s alerts on the
presence of pesticide residues
in rice consignments from In-
dia. But detection of some of
the critical chemicals in each
consignment has decreased
between 2021 and 2023.

According to Luxembourg-
based Eurofins Scientific SE,
which provides laboratory test-
ing services worldwide in food
and other items, alerts under
the rapid alert system for food
and feed (RASFF) in Europe for
pesticides increased to 30 in
2022 from 9 in 2021. Until
September this year, 23 alerts
have been made.

Overall, alerts for rice ex-
ports by India to the EU in-
creased to 40 in 2022 from 11,
while they were 30 until
September, Eurofins said in a
recent presentation on “Pesti-

cides residues in Rice” at the
Anuga Food Fair 2023 in
Germany.

NO GMO

A feature of the findings of rice
exports from Indiais thatno ge-
netically-modified  organism
(GMO) has been found this
year compared with one such
alert last year. The finding of
GMO led to hue and cry being
raised by the EU and India.

Eurofins Managing Director
Alexander Zahm pointed out
that the concern over the rapid
alerts is that the presence of
pesticides in the cereal’s ship-
ments to the EU has increased
over the last twoyears.

For consignments from In-
dia, alerts were issued for 42
types of pesticides with the
highest — 17 — being for tri-
cyclazole, while the EU soun-
ded alarm over 14 consign-
ments with thiamethoxam.

Eurofins said the percentage
of critical pesticides’ residue
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Alerts for rice exports by India
to the EU increased to 40 in
2022 from 11 in 2021, while

they were 30 until September

detected has decreased since
2021.Inthe case of tricyclazole,
the level of detection has de-
creased to 2.68 per cent this
year from 10.69 per cent in
2021. Thiamethoxam levels
have dropped to 1.53 from 9.07
per cent during the review peri-
od. The detection of other crit-
ical pesticides such as diphen-
ylamine, chlorpyrifos,

EU pesticide residue alerts in Indian rice up

imidacloprid, propiconazole,
buprofezin, phthalimide,
acephate, phosphate, profeno-
fos, transfluthrin, DDAC, hexa-
conazole, phorate-sulfoxide
and acetamiprid has also
decreased.

Rice experts, however, have
sounded caution. The Director-
ate-General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT), through a notification
on May 29 this year, exempted
inspection and testing of rice
shipments, which needs to be
viewed in this context, accord-
ing to S Chandrasekaran, who
has authored a book on the nat-
ural history of Basmati rice geo-
graphical indication. “Data
show the number of alerts in
Europe has increased during
the last two years. The trend
suggestsapolicyinterventionis
essential to defend and extend
the gain in the rice export mar-
ket. India lost close to 2 lakh
tonnes of basmati rice market
in Europe due to the pesticide
residueissue,” he said.



