Govt targets 114 MT wheat output

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 26

THE GOVERNMENT ON Tues-
day setahigherwheat produc-
tion target of 114 million
tonne (MT) for the 2023-24
rabi season against an esti-
mated outputof112.74 MTin
the year-ago period.
Thegovernmentisaimingto
bring around 60% of the total
wheat areaof 30millionhectare
(MH) under climate-resistant
varieties to deal with extreme
climatic conditions such as the
heat wave and rain just priorto
harvesting in thelast two years.
“Thereare certain changesin
climate change, which are
affecting agriculture. Our strat-
egy is climate resilient seeds,”
ManorAhuja,secretary, depart-
mentof agricultureand farmers
welfare,saidatthe national con-
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ference for chalking out strate-
giesfor the rabi season.

The higher wheat produc-
tiontarget is expected because

ofaforecast of sufficientrainfall
till the third week of October
acrossseveral partsofthecoun-
try, which is expected to boost

soil moisture level. Sowing of
rabi crops — wheat, pulses and
oilseeds —islikelytocommence
in the latter part of next month,
after harvesting of kharifcrops.
Because oflower output, the
Food Corporation of India(FCI)’s
wheat procurement had
dropped by 130% to 18.79 MT
in 2022-23 marketing season
onyear. In the current year, FCI
couldpurchaseonly 26.2 MTof
thegrain from thefarmers.
The government has set
marginally higher foodgrain
production targets of 332 MT
forthe 2023-24 cropyear (July-
June), of which rabi season will
contribute 161.2 MT.
Thegovernment isaimingto
increase production of pulses
such as chana (gram) and
oilseeds,mainlymustard,in the
comingseasontoreduceimport
dependencyofthese crops.



