At 3031 bales, CAI’s estimate of
cotton crop size is at 14-year low

WREAKING HAVOC. Climate impact on growing regions may drag production of the fibre
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India’s cotton crop is estim-
ated to hit the lowest levels
since 2009-10, mainly on ac-
count of climate impact on the
fibre crop that is grown in
closetoadozen Statesin India,
the Cotton Association of In-
dia,abodyoftraders, has said.

In its latest crop review, the
association said on Wednes-
day that it lowered the cotton
crop size for the year 2022-23
to 303 lakh bales (each of 170
kg), the lowest since 2009-10.
Out of the projected crop, so
far 190.63 lakh bales is estim-
ated tohavearrivedinthe mar-
kets between October 2022
and March 2023.

The climatic adversities in
parts of Maharashtra, Telan-
gana and Punjab caused a ma-
jor dent in cotton cultivation.
As per the CAT’s latest estim-
ates, the cropsize in Telangana
will be lower by 5 lakh bales,
followed by Maharashtra
(lower by 3 lakh bales) and
Punjab (lower by 2 lakh bales).
The lower production projec-
tion is set to influence prices,
which have already started

311 lakh bales against 318 lakh bales last season

heading north to 362,900 per
candy (each of 356 kg of
ginned processed cotton)
from 61,000 a month ago.
CAI president Atul Ganatra
has said cotton prices could
top X75,000 a candy during
June-July.

IMPORTS TO GO UP
Lower crop will have direct
impact on cotton imports,

which is expected to go up to
15 lakh bales, from 14 lakh

baleslastyear, CAl noted.

The CAI has estimated cot-
ton consumption at 311 lakh
bales against 318 lakh bales re-
corded for the previous year.
The total availability of cotton
is projected at 349.89 lakh

bales, that includes opening

stock of 31.89 lakh bales and
imports of 15 lakh bales be-
sides the crop size of 303 lakh
bales. CAI has projected total

domestic consumption at 311
lakh bales, including 280 lakh

Huge fall
Year Cotton Cotton
Acreage production
(in lakh ha) (in lakh bales of
170 kg each)
2009-10  103.10  305.00
2010-11  111.42  339.00
2011-12  121.78  367.00
2012-13  119.78  370.00
2013-14  119.60  398.00
2014-15  128.46  386.00
2015-16  122.92  332.00
2016-17  108.26  345.00
2017-18  125.86  370.00
2018-19  126.14  333.00
2019-20  134.77  365.00
2020-21  132.85  352.48
2021-22+(p) 119.10  312.03
2022-23*(p) 125.10  341.91

Source: Cotton Corporation of India
P = Provisional

bales by mill consumption, 15
lakh bales by small-scale in-
dustries and about 16 lakh
bales as non-textile consump-
tion. Exports are projected
lower at 25 lakh bales against
43 lakh bales shipped last year.
As per CAI data, about 10.50
lakh bales have already been
shipped till March 31, 2023.
The carryover stock at the end
of the season is projected to be
one of the lowest in recent
yearsat 13.89 lakh bales.



