High temperature unlikely to damage wheat crops: Food secy
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UNION FOOD SECRETARY
Sanjeev Chopra asserted that
wheat crops are unlikely to get
damaged although tempera-
tures area little on a higher side
and exuded confidence of
achieving a record output of
112 million tonne in this crop
yearending June.

The secretary said the ban
on wheat exports would con-
tinue, boosting the availability
of grains for the government
procurement. He said the gov-
emment would procure
around 35 million tonne of
wheat in 2023-24 marketing
year (April-March). The bulk of
procurement ofwheat,a major
rabi crop, takes place between
Apriland June.

Chopra said wheat prices

have comedown and would ease
further after the arrival of new
crop."(OnWednesday),wehad a
meeting with state food secre-
taries, which was followed by a
meeting with state food minis-
ters.And what we have discov-
ered in the meetingis thatthe
food scenario in the country is
very,very comfortable,' Chopra
said on the sidelines of an event
on Thursday evening.

The weather department
made a presentation with
regard to the weather condi-
tions,he added."So,no heatwave
totheextentthatwoulddamage
thewheat crop is expected over
the next two weeks,which is a
crucial period for the formation
of thegrain,"the secretary said.

“Sothere are noreportsasof
todayofanyshrivelled wheat or
anyotheradverse conditions for
thewheat crop,"Choprasaid. He

was hopeful of achieving the
projected 112.18 million tonne
output in this crop year, as per
the second advance estimates
by theagriculture ministry.
India’s wheat production

‘Not considering any proposal
to increase sugar export quota’

THE GOVERNMENT is not
considering any proposal as
of now to increase the sugar
export quota from the pre-
sent 60 lakh tonne for this
marketing year ending Sep-
tember, Union food secre-
tarySanjeev Chopra said.The
food ministryhasallowed 60
lakh tonne of sugar exports
for the current 2022-23
marketingyear.

fell 107.74 million tonne in
2021-22 crop year (July-June)
from 109.59 million tonne in
the previous year due to heat
wave in some key producing
states. “There are no adverse

The country had exported
around 110lakh tonne,an
all-timehigh, of sugar in the
2021-22 marketing year.
"The sugar production is
going down by about 9 lakh
tonne, thatis ourestimate
from the previous year.So
keeping thatinview,as of
now there isno proposal to
increasetheexport quota,”
Choprasaid. — PTI

weather condition as of now.
The temperature is above nor-
mal by 3-4 degree Celsius but
the factremains itis not going
to impact thewheat adversely,”
Choprasaid.

"..although temperatures
are little on higher side, there is
no damage expected to wheat
crops,” heasserted. Asked about
impact onretail prices of wheat
after the government'sdecision
tosell 5 million tonne of wheat
inopen market,Choprasaid the
rates have come down byalmost
10%."The mandi prices,which
was a matterof concern for us,
are also coming down gradu-
ally,'he noted.

The modal prices of wheat
at mandi level have come
down to ¥2,300 per quintal
from 2,800 per quintal on
January 25 when Open Mar-
ket Sale Scheme was
launched, he said."So as and
when we start getting the
wheat of this season into the
market, so obviously we will
find that the prices go down
further,” Choprasaid.



