Govt plans to double down on rice, millet
stocking amid heat threat to wheat yield
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NEW DELHI: The central govern-
ment, aware of the high chances
of heatwaves over food-bowl
states and their potential impact
on the wheat harvest, will get by
with enough stock of rice and
millets to meet the country’s
food security needs, according to
procurement plans putin place.

The government aims to pro-
cure 34.1 million tonne of wheat
at federally determined prices.
Even if rising temperatures do
impact wheat output, as they did
last year, estimates are available
on the extent to which yields
could drop, an official said, seek-
ing anonvmity.

34.1 milliontonne of wheat at
federally determined prices.

To tide over any shortage, the
government has doubled down
on paddy purchases and has
asked states that grow millets to
draw up elaborate networks to
buy the hardy cereals. Millets
have been at the centre of India’s

campaign this year to promote
their consumption globally.

Until March 1, the government
has bought 71.3 million tonne of
paddy, paying farmers 1.4 lakh
crore in support prices, accord-
ing to official data.

Authorities have targeted to
purchase 76.6 million tonne of
summer-sown paddy (equiva-
lent to 51.4 million tonne of rice).
Of winter-sown paddy, they plan
to buy 15.8 million tonne (equiv-
alent to 10.6 million tonne of
rice). Together, the government’s
paddy stockpile is expected to be
90 million tonne, official projec-
tions show.

A heatwave will surely cut
wheat yields but the govern-
ment’s food-management plan

hinges on careful allocation of
rice, wheat and even millets to
meet the country’s food security
needs, which includes free
grains for 800 million people,
the official said.

Last year, state purchases of
wheat were abnormally low at 18
million tonnes, down nearly 58%
from the previous year after a dis-
astrous spell of heatwave cut out-
put by 2.5% to106 million tonnes.

The country is watching out
for extreme weather as both the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment and private forecasters
have predicted high chances of a
heatwaves in March through
May that could roil the farm
economy amid rising prices of
staples such as rice and wheat.



