Govt sets rabi foodgrain output target at 164.8 mt

Total foodgrain production for
2022-23 fixed at 328 million tonnes

OUR BUREAU

Bengaluru, September 7

Foodgrain production tar-
get for the upcoming rabi
cropping season is fixed at
164.8 million tonnes (mt).
This includes 112 mt wheat,
13.5mt gramand 18.5 mtrice.

The targets are higher by
about 5.2 million tonnes
over the fourth advance es-
timates of 159.68 million
tonnes for 2021-22, released
mid-August.

Total oilseeds production
target for the rabi season is
14.45 mt — higher than previ-
ousyear’s output 0of 13.80 mt.

The Agriculture Ministry
in a statement said the total
foodgrain production for
2022-23 is 328 million
tonnes, in which rabi season
will contribute 164.8 million
tonnes.

Strategies for increasing
rabi production would be to
enhance the area through
inter-cropping, crop diversi-
fication and productivity en-
hancement by introducing
the high yielding varieties
(HYVs), adoption of suitable
agronomic practices in low
yielding regions, utilising re-
sidual moisture, early sow-
ing and life-saving irrigation
for rabi crop, the Ministry
said.

Total output target

Agriculture Minister Naren-
dra Tomar, while inaugurat-
ing the National Conference
on Agriculture for Rabi Cam-
paign 2022-23, said the food-
grain production for 2021-22
as per the fourth advance es-
timates was 315.7 mt, which
is higher by 5 million tonnes
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from the previous year.

Total pulses and oilseeds
production during 2021-22 is
estimated at record 27.7 mt
and 37.7 mt, respectively. Un-
der the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Bima Yojana X1.22-lakh crore
has been given to farmers as
compensation for the loss of
their crops.

Tomar said all the farmers
should be brought under
the ambit of this scheme,
which will make small farm-
ers feel secure.

He said that the productiv-
ity of the soil is decreasing

To boost oilseeds
production and reduce
imports, the
government is
implementing Special
Soyabean and
Sunflower Missions

due to the use of chemical
fertilisers, hence organic
and natural farmingis being
promoted. The statement
said Tomar expressed satis-
faction on the success of
Mustard Mission during first
two years of its implementa-
tion.

Mustard mission

Mustard production has
jumped by 29 per cent from
91.24 lakh tonnes to 117.46
lakh tonnes in last two years
and productivity has in-
creased 10 per cent from 1,331
to 1,458 kg/ha, while acreage
has seen a 17 per cent jump
from 68.56 in 201920 to

80.58 lakh ha in 2021-22. The
increased mustard produc-
tion will help in bridging the
gap of imports of palm and
sunflower oil.

The Government is now
implementing Special Soya-
bean and Sunflower Mis-
sions on the lines of Mustard
Mission, he said.

Manoj Ahuja, Secretary,
Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, in-
formed that the total food-
grain production has in-
creased by 25 per cent in the
last seven years from 251.54
to 315.72 million tonnes.

Himanshu Pathak, Secret-
ary (DARE) and DG, ICAR,
highlighted the need for ad-
opting climate resilient
practices.

Shubha Thakur, JS (Crops
and Oilseeds) presented the
vision for next five years to
make the country self-suffi-
cient in pulses and oilseeds
commodities.



