Published Date:

26 Apr 2022

Publication:

The Hindu Business Line [New Delhi]

Journalist:

Prabhudatta Mishra

Page No:

9

“Try natural farming in select areas’

With surplus stocks and food security
assured, we can try alternative systems,
says Ramesh Chand, NITI Aayog

PRABHUDATTA MISHRA

Wew Delhi, April 25

NITI Aayog will soon prepare
a detailed roadmap for nat-
ural farming as the country
is in a position to adopt such
alternative practices due to
the current food surplus po-
sition. “We can give a chance
to such alternat-
ives because
there is no seri- ©
ous threat to
food  security
since we are food
surplus,”  said
Ramesh Chand,
Member of NITI

Aayog. *

“Even if we Im- oy och Chand, Member,

mediately  set
NITI Aayo
aside 10415 per yo8

cent area (out of 140 million
hectares) to any system of
natural farmine from the

current methods and also if
there is 30-35 per cent drop
in yield (in those areas), still
there is no threat to food se-
curity,” he added.

Areas of focus

Speaking at a day-long work-
shop on natural farming in
New Delhi,
Chand said
about 6 per cent
of the cultivated
area where
chemicals were
never used in the
past can be prior-
itised for this
shift . Besides,
there were 14 dis-
tricts, where fer-
tiliser usage was
less than 5 kgfhectare until
two years back, and also sev-
eral other districts where
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Union Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar with Gujarat Govermnor Acharya Devvrat and
NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Rajiv Kumar, at the National Workshop on ‘Innovative Agriculture’ s

crop nutrient chemicals us-
age is less than 10kg/hectare
and these too could be for
natural farming, he added,
Union Agriculture Minis-
ter Narendra Singh Tomar
claimed that Punjab farmers
are not happy even if they
are earning more compared
to other States due to several

challenges posed by the
Green  Revolution, even
though there were also
many benefits accrued from
it. He warned that interest of
the youth in agriculture has
to be retained for which all
challenges have to be
addressed.

Addressine the event. Gu-

jarat  Governor  Acharya
Dewvrat said natural farm-
ing has to be imbibed with
scientific methods so that its
adoption becomes easier. He
admitted that in hrst three
years of organic farming,
there will not be as much
production as in chemical
farmine.




