Wheat Exports Strategy on War Footing

UKRAINE CRISIS DISRUPTION Commerce ministry exploring markets in Egypt, Turkey & Italy; new panel set up
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New Delhi: India is drawing up a
strategy to step up the country’s
wheat exports following a disrup-
tion in global trade because of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. The two
account for more than a fourth of
the global wheat trade.

Multiple ministries are indiscus-
sions to devise a plan to export
wheat amid high prices and tight
supplies because of the conflict.
India had over 21 million tonnes of
wheat in the central pool as of
March 16 even as procurement of
the new crop is about to start.

The commerce and industry mi-
nistry is exploring markets in
Egypt, Turkey and Italy, and has
created a task group. The consu-
mer affairs, food and public distri-
bution ministry is working to pro-
vide adequate storage facilities at
five or more ports identified by the
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Officials said the external affairs
ministry is being roped in to help
with government-to-government
orders, whereas the shipping mi-
nistry is being asked for warehou-
sing facilities at ports and prefe-
rence for wheat consignments.
India hasalready seenariseinits
wheat exports, but officials feel the
opportunity is greater. The count-
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ry’s wheat exports in the period
between April 2021 and January
2022 rose to to $1.7 billion from $358
million in the year-ago period.

“We are witnessing an increase
in demand for wheat and a strate-
gy is being built up so that expor-
ters maintain the quality of wheat
being shipped out,” said an official
aware of the development.
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Food Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA), a body
under the commerce department,
has set up a 15-member task group
including representatives of va-
rious states to draw up a roadmap
for promoting wheat exports.
Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bi-
har, Gujarat and Maharashtra ac-
counted for around 97% of India’s
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“There is significant scope for In-
dia to increase its export base in
major importing countriesof whe-
at in the world,” the official said,
adding that India has sufficient
stocks and another bumper crop
will be harvested starting April.

Egypt, Turkey, China, Italy, Alge-
ria, Morocco, Brazil, South Korea,
the Netherlands and Spain are the
other major wheat importers.

Last year, Indiaalsoexported a Ge-
ographical Indication certified va-
riety of wheat named Bhalia from
Gujarat to Kenya and Sri Lanka.



