Rice export growth
would continue to
be robust in FY23
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SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 26

INDIA'S RICE EXPORTS would
continue to see robust growth
inthe current fiscal (2022-23)
after a record shipment of
about 20 million tonne(MT) of
grain worth more than § 9.6
billionin2021-22.

The expectation of a ‘nor-
mal’ monsoonrains thisyearis
expected to give aboost torice
production which is predomi-
nantlya Kharif crop. India has
been the world’s largest rice
exporter in the last decade —
export earnings stood at a
record $8.7 billionin 2020-21

Officialsources told FEthat
riceexportswould continue to
surge thisfiscal year because of
factors suchassurplusdomes-
ticstocks and expectation of
robust forthcoming Kharif
crops. More than 80% of
India's rice production is
growninthe Kharif season.

The Food Corporation of
India (FCI) as of April 1, 2022,
had rice stock of more than 32
MT against the buffer norm of
13.58 MT. However, this stock
excludes 22 MTofriceyettobe
received from the millersby FCL

“We have more than ade-
quate rice stocks to meet sup-
plies for the Public Distribu-
tion System,” an official said.

According to the United
States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) rice outlook report
for April, the globaltradein the
2022 calendaryearis projected
at a record 52.5 MT out of
which India’s rice exports are
projected tobearound 21 MT
while Vietnamwill ship around
6 MT of rice.

As per DGCIS data, India
exportedrice toover 150 coun-

12
8.8 9.6 . 10
| 8
L 6
4
L 2
0
1-22*
*provisional

tries in 2021-22.“It indicates
thediversificationof India’srice
export over the years,’a com-
merce ministry official said.

India exports aromatic and
long grain Basmati rice to Saudi
Arabia, Iran and other middle
east countries besides to the
United States and European
Union. In the case of non-bas-
mati rice shipment, the West
African country Beninis oneof
the major importers of non-
basmatirice from India.India
exports non-basmati rice to
Nepal, Bangladesh, China,Cote
D’ Ivoire, Togo, Senegal, Guinea,
Vietnam, Djibouti, Madagas-
car, Cameroon Somalia,
Malaysia, Liberia, UAE etc.

M. Angamuthu, chairman
of Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export Devel-
opment Authority (APEDA),
saidthat the thruston expand-
ing port handling infrastruc-
ture,developing ofvalue chain
involving key stakeholders
along with efforts to explore
newopportunitiesin countries
or markets for rice exports in
the last couple of years haveled
to ahuge spike in rice exports

In 2020-21, India shipped
non-basmatiricetoninecoun-
tries — Timor-Leste, Puerto
Rico, Brazil, Papua New
Guinea, Zimbabwe, Burundi,
Eswatini, Myanmar and
Nicaragua,whereexportswere
carried out forthe first time or
earlier the shipment was
smaller involume.

As per Second Advance Esti-
mates for 2021-22, the rice
production in the 2021-22
crop year (July-June) is esti-
mated at a record 127 MT,
which is higherby 11 MT than
thelast five years’ average pro-
duction 0f 116 MT.



